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Historic and Botanic Garden Bursary Scheme

1. How much funding do you offer towards a 12 month trainee placement?  £6,000. Half at the start and half at the end.

2. When do they start? September each year. The next round will be advertised in February and interviews for trainees are conducted in April.

3. Does the host have a choice in trainee selection? Yes, you are on the interview panel and have the right of veto. 

4. Is there an employment contract? Yes, between the garden and the trainee. Also a contract between the garden and the scheme.

5. Is the trainee a complete beginner? No, they are level 2. They should have had some experience working with professional gardeners.

6. What is required of our staff in hosting a trainee? They must be skilled and keen to train. You will need to identify a Supervisor to oversee the work of the trainee and a mentor to ensure they are settled and happy at work.

7. What does the trainee do during the 12 months? Join the work team/s and work a full week as a professional gardener. In addition they keep a technical diary, undertake 4 projects that need to be written up in their own time and complete 4 National Occupational Standard units.

8. What is expected of a supervisor? To lead the induction of the trainee, have quarterly meetings to discuss progress, discuss their written work with them before it is submitted to the scheme (quarterly) and set-up a weekly plant identification test of 10 plants.

9. Is the host expected to provide any formal training? The main training is practical ‘on-the-job’ training. However, many host gardens are able to ‘add value’ by enabling the trainee to join staff training programmes i.e. PA1/PA6, Tractor driving, Strimmer for example.

10. Does the trainee work a full week? The trainee is expected to do most of their written work in their own time. However, host garden’s generally offer the trainee a half day to undertake their project work.

Further queries: Fiona Dennis, Scheme Coordinator
Mobile: 07867 537945    Fiona.dennis@english-heritage.org.uk
